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L26282-LLEL9E 
To the Ingenious Reader. 
it by the Author of it , doomed to pers 


T pernall obliviow, But it by accident co- 


ming to my hands , and perſwaain elfe the die 
vide fo might be ras a - Al I havg 
maar bold to bring it ont of the grave of obſcurgie: 
wherein it hath long been,ints the view of the Sun 
that by its communitie , it may work the greater 
effett in the mindes and bearts of ſuch, as fhallper” 
uſe it, and have beeu addifled to that wice of 


His briefe but pithy diſcourſe concerning 
Gaming,4s it had a ſpeedy birth, ſo was 


vices, | 

The Anthorif he take notice of the publiſhing 
of it without his leave or knowledge, canxor de- 
ſervedly blame me , intending it not any way to his 
hurt, but the common good, which if it reclaim any,: 
41 hope it may, I have my ends, he the honowr,and 


they the benefit, 


Farewell, 


The 


/ 


Sa0dhod0d0odoC 46666508 
Tomy Father. 


Sir, | 


Am emboldened to preſent this ſmall treatiſe to 
] you, as being duc to you by diver? obligations, 

firſt by that naturall bond whereby 1 owe wnto 
yon my ſelfe, my attions, my ende avours. 

Secondly becauſe I owe to your advice and per» 
ſwaſions , ( but eſpecially ar [ make no queſtion) to 
Jouy prayers , that preſent deteftation which [ have 
of paring whereof this is a conſequent effet. Diſ+ 
dain wot then to accept this ſmall work , ard to 4c- 
knowledge it as the iſſne and off ſpring of your pray- 
ers and counſelr, as the Author thereof i1 of your 


naturddl bedy : who offers it to Jour hands with that 
reverence and humility which becomes, 


. . s Your moſt dutifull Son, 
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The Anatomy of Play. 
The Preface, 
[ Diſcourſe not of Play as ſome gowne- 


men have done of forren Wars, or 
diſcoveries, who, nevet travelled out 
of their ſtudies ro ſee either , but ſpeake 
upon other mens knowledge and fidelity, 
which mnft needs weaken their credit, but 
what | write comes all within the ſpheare, 
and compaſſe of my own knowledge and 
obſervations ; I write notbing but as the 
Poer, ſayes queq; ipſe miſerrima vids er quo= 
Tus pars magna ft 

And therefore juſtly challenge the bet- 
ter acceptations and beliefe., But here may 
be objeQed that my own particular lofſes 
may make me more bitter, and ſatyricall 
then the caſe requires. 

To this 1 anſiwer,that I have not loſt any 
ſo great ſurnmes either of mony , credir, 
or rimes,as to ſharpen my pen, cirher to 
paſſion or inveRion, neither doth the 
vexation of any late received loſles, ſtrive 
to vent , and evaporate it ſelfe into a Sa- 


\ 
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tyre, but Iwriteupon an even and indif. 
ferent temper void both of prejudiceand 
paſſion z one onely caution I will adde, 
that' you muſt not expe& any flouriſhes 
of wit oreloquence, for thoſe are proper 
£©o Workes of fancy ; and imaginations, 
bur this is a work onely of obſervations 
aud experience , and therefore I can pro: 
miſe nothing but truth, Play was firſt in- 
vented, for the recreation of mans minde, 
and the refreſhing of his ſpirits, having 
bin tyred.and ſpent wirh any ſerious at- 
faires, that ſo being as it were a bowe un- 
benr, they might recover their former 
firength and vigor ; certainly in this re- 
{pe&, moderate recreation is not onely 
allowable, but commendable 3 being of 
the ſame uſe (though in an inferior de- 
grce) as reft, ſleep, or meat. But your 
ſenſuallity eafily- ſuffers it ſelf to be over» 
come by vice, and that js turned ro an 
Il habit, which was firſt intended for a 
Jwfull exerciſe, ſo that Play when it 
breakes this rule and pafſeth beyond its 
due bounds , being no longer T=+52»», but 
3, not-recreation bur a profeſſion , it 
ts Infancy, wickednefle,, theft ; being ſel- 
dome nnattended by thefe attributes. I 
{peat then of profeſſed. gameſters who 
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Tbe Preface, 3 
{cor their whole time and faculties 
in, as ina trade or office, for when 
Play growes to this exceſle, it is fo far 
fromgood , that it loſeth all ſimilicude 
or reſemblarce of good , for moſt vices 
wans not a colour and likencfle ot fome 
good to ſhadow and palliate themlelves, 
Sepelatet vitium proximitate boni. 

- As coveroulſnefle hath a reſemblance of 
thrift, prodigality:of bountie , drunken- 
neſſe of mirth, andgaming of recreation, 

' that nothing can cauſe greater anxiety or 
yexation : what broken fſleepes, what 
raving paſſions, both of body and minde, 
what ſecret gnawing, and fretting diſcon- 
tents doth jr procure : ſo that (as I ſayed 
before) loſing this name of recreation, 
it loſes all likelihood and fimilitude of 
» To define then what play is ( not 
1n the concrete, for ſo it is a mixture of 
almoſk all vices but in , the abſtraQ 
Gaming is an evil from which ariſes a 
moſt certain loſle, and this loſle is three- 
fold, of time, of credit, of money the 
firſt and ſecond unavoidable, the laſt 0n- 
ly.caſuall but raſhly avoided : theſe three 
lbofles have a reſpeRive relation to the 
three parts of man his ſoul, his perſop, 

his Ele 


A, To 


The _ 
To begin with the firſt, and moſt un: 
avoidable lefſe , which is of time ; being 
the greateſt loſe, both in reſpcRot it ſelf, 
as (being rightly conſidered ) rhe moſt 
precious, of all other things, and in re- 
ſpe& of what it hath relation unto, the 
ſoul being the moſt pretious part of man, 
Ir cannot but ſeem a paradox to ſet this 
loſſe of time in the firſt place, as the 
' greateſt and moſt important, becaule it 
15ſo far from being accounted ſo by the 
lovers of Play , that the meere purpoſe 
and reſolution of loſing time is often 
 thecauſe of all their other loſſes, is it not 
_ their ordinary queſtion , how ſhall we 
ſpend the time? it being thought a matter 
afthat little worth and value,tbat ir-ſeems 
rather a thing troubleſome , and tedious, 
ſo that men do even ſtudy how ta caſt it 
' 4WayYe 
Ar ſo law 2 rate is this ineſtimable 
jewell prized, But how happens it, that 
r1me if it be ſo precious , comes to be ſo 
neglected and undervalued. Certainly it 
proceeds only trom ignorance : for the 
uſe of time is onely ta attain. to know- 
ledge. , now there being that antipathic 
petween knowledpe and ignorance, know- 
lege 13 got only defpiſed, bur the gon 
/ alſc 
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The Preface. 5 
alſo of attaining it, which is time : fo 
thatrime to the ignorant, -15 as pearl to 

ſwine ; they know nor the value of ir, and 
therefore trample ic under foot; but that 
it is orherwiſe eſteemed by thoſe who 
know the uſe of it, rhe praQice and tefti- 
mony of all learned men will cafily 
evince, lt is the age a heathen, and 
ſpoken to the ſhame and ſcandall of moſt 
briſtians ; Comcericeur wits inter errores 
brevis, etiamfi dies noReſque bone menti ls- 
berewus, 

Our life is conſumed in errors,cven too 
ſhort, though we ſhould labour day and 
bight in the ornament of our mindes ; ir 
was the complaint of another , Ars 
longs,vita brevis,that our lite is too ſhort, 
for the attaining to the perfeQion of any 
of the libera!l Arts. Had thoſe heathens 
but known the great Art which our great 
Schoolmen dayly teach us, the Artof 
livingand dying well , an Art that can ne- 
ver be too through learned , nor ſuffici- 
ently practiced, how cateſully would they 
have huspanded every minuree of their 
lives, Bur ſo farreare our Gameſters 
from Tlearni Or praatcin this Arte, 
that if happily betore their falling in- 
to this vice, they had learned any part 
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part thereof, they now learn and praRice 
to forger it, ſo that they bring upon 
COLES that curſe which our Saviour 
denounces in another caſe,from them,that 
have not ſhall be taken away cyen what 
they have. Qf ths little time that is lent 
us, half or more is ſpent in the neceſſary 
ſervice of the body, for the other moyrie, 
few there are who do therein what they 
ſhould do : many who do nothing at al, 
and moft who do what they ſhould not 
do, and of this ſort are gamſters: andl 
dare fay there is no man who <ath wit 
enough to pliy , but hath wit enough to 
know he ſhould not play , being forced 
in his conſcience to ſay wirh the Poet: 
Video mcliors proboque,deteriors ſequor. 

_ Certainly for this talent of rime that 
Gol hath lent us, he will call us , hewill 
call us to an accompt , and if the (ervant 
thit brought his talent ina napkin, with: 
out any improvement were calt into utter 
darineſſe : What. ſhall become of him 
who not only improves not his talent, but 
brings not to his Lord ſo much as his own 
again, having waſted it upon his luſts and 
plezſures > And this certainly is the only 
accompt that moſt of our Gamſtcrs can 
give cither. of their talent of time, or 
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. The Preface. It 
money p I am unwilling to loſe time, 
it lamenting the loſle of time, bur the 
loffe- is ſo incſtimable, and yet fo little 
eſteemed off, that it cannot be too much 
lamented. 
: To paſſe then to the ſecond loſſe,arifing 
from Play , which is credit, and princi- 
pally reſpe&s the ſecond part of man his 
perſon, The word credit, as weuſe it, is 
of ſome latitude and admits a threefold 
Conſtru&ion, firſt the report, ſufferage, 
oropinion which the world conceives of 
any man , more properly and ftrialy cal- 
led good name or reputation, ſecondly. - 
that truſt or confidence which one man 
hath in an others honeſt dealing and good 
courage ; thirdly a mixt credit, having a 
telation both to a mans perſon and eſtate, 
as for what ſummes a mans word or bonds 
may be taken, Take then credit ſeverally 
or joyntly, in all theſe ſences, and a 
Gameſter forfeites it in them all : farſt,for' 
reputation or good name, doth not the 
very name of Gameſter ftinck in the no- 
firils of all honeſt men : although unac- 
companied by any of its ordinary attri- 
butes, as cheating, lying, blaſpheming,' 
and the like. Tuly when he declamed 
Wpiaſt Carlive, objeteth 25 one of his 
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_ and the Synod of A«sburgh doth expreſly 


Fhe Preface, 
greateſt crimes that he did ara pernofigi: 


forbid trom the bleſſed Sacrament , + 
mongſt whores and Pinders : Omnes qui 
alcarum wſui perpetuo vacant, 

And the ftxth courcell of Conflentingl 
peremptorily decrees, that none what- 
ſocver ſhould play at dice, threatning de. 
gradation to all Clergy men, and excom- 
munication to all laymen , that ſhould 
thence-forth attempt it; The words of that 
Councell are Cas 50, Nullur omnium ſue 
Clericum five laieum ab bec deinceps temp: 
alea ludere decrevimus, fiquis autem hoc dein- 
cept facere ab hoc tempore aggre(ſus fuerid, þ 
ft quidem clertcus, deponatur, (5 laicus ſegrt- 


 Latur, 


Many are the Councels Cannons: hc 
and Statutes of this and other Realmes 
to f5rbid it, yea even Afehomet himſelfe, YI, 
in his Al/caren,who otherwiſe allowed all | 
ſcnſuallity. | | 

Judge rhen whether the bare name of 4 
Gamefter be nor of it ſelfe ſufficient to V 
blaſt any mans reputation. 

Take then credit inthe ſecond ſence; 
for rruft or confidence repoſed by one 


man 1n another , which alſo is of thre 
ſorrs; either of a Princetobis Tub je&,of a 


/ 


ue _ The Freface, + 
{her to his ſonne or a Maſter to his ſer» 


For the firſt, how unfit Gamfters are for 
the managing any affaires of Bſtate,I can- 
not omit rwo notable cxa mples of the 

ancients, 

= chilon being ſent from Lecedemen to Co- 
rinh to Treat of a league between theſe 
two Commonwealthes, and finding the 
Rulers Playing at Dice, retarned without 
(peaking of his Commiſſion, ſaying,that 
tewould not ſtaine the glory of the $par- 
1, with ſo great Ignominy,as to joyne 
them in ſociety with Gamſters. The ſe- 
cond was a 12w amongſt the Thebexs , thar 
Merchants ſhould not have to doe inthe: 
Government of the Commonwealth. 
And if Merchants were forbidden, 
conſequently Gamefters who are the 
Feareſt forr of Merchant adventurers, 
and I am ſure the reaſons my Author 
gives ferve better againſt Gamfſters then 
any other Merchants. Primsm quis Con- 
ſmtudine, & inclintione avari jder que fa- 
ile, publicans rem in (wam vernune, 

| 2. Ouia parum magnazimi & ſplen- 
didi, ut 8it Ariſtotcles paruw generdſa 
bee ratio vite > & Viinti adverſa Ter- 
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tio quia in publics perſons authoritaten 
inminuit, Firſt becauſe , by cuſtom and 
inclination they are covetous, and there. 
' foreapt to convert the publique wealth to 
their own private ſecondly, becauſe they 
arc ſeldom nobly minded, and as Ariffotl: 
ſaith, this courſe of life is nothing gene- 
rous, and is repugnant to vertue thirdly, 
becauſe in a publique perſon it diminiſh 
cth authority : for the ſecond ſort of truſl, 
which is from a father to his fon : what 
wiſe Parent will truſt a ſon either with the 
fruition of a preſent or the poſſibility of 
a future eſtate , whom he ſees addiced to 
Gaming, unlefſe he be willing to behold 
the utter ſubverſion and ruine of his 
family and cſate, and the fruit of all his 
Iabours and cares vaniſh into nothing. 

This I need not ſeek to proove,ſo many 
wofull examples make it to manifeſt and 
nourious. 

_ Forthethird ſort of truft which is ofa 
 Maſterto his ſervant, what Maſter would 
give bread to a ſervant that is a Gameſter 
for if he manage his Maiters affairs and 
have cither money of his in his hands , Of 
Other his goods committed to his charge 
and that he chance to loſe his own , bc 
will play upon his Maſters purſe hoping 


/ 
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torecover himſelte , and if peradventure 
ke continue ftill on the loſing hand, and = 
hath not where withall to pay , he runs 
hicſelfe into greater danger then before, 
1 © hoping that luck will turnand ſo comero 
» © relieve his lofſes: Bur fay he is not truſted 
. | with any thing of his Maſters, nor hath 
ooght of his to loſe, yet it is not poſ- 
fible that he ſhould affiſt at theſe houres 
when he ought to give attendance,nor will 
bebe in the way to be found, when need 
requires. ; 
\Thus much for the ſecond ſort of credit, 
which 1s 2 truſt or confidence repoſed by 
{ | one man in another, and 1s threefold ;er- 
5s | 'herfrom a Soveraigne, to a ſubjeR, a 
s | Fathertoa ſon, or a Maſter, to a ſervant, 
of all which a Gameſter makcs himſelfe 
y || pncapable, , 
| | . Thethird fort of credit, which is for 
what ſums a man may be truſted either up-, 
2 | 0nword or bond comes now to be ſpoken 
d of : A gameſter certainly of all men is 
- | moſt unfirro betruited, becauſe his eſtate 
] 1s-ſo uncertain , tor chough it be never ſo 
c | greatthis day , ir may be nothing to mor- 
row ; as the Poet ſaid well. | 
: Puem dies vidit veniens ſuperbums, bunc 
dies vidit feeg1ens jacenrem, 


\ 
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T -23, The Preface. 

A gameſter is homo flaxefidei a man of 2 
fleeting credit, and as «cob (aid of his 
firt born Reuben, is like the waves of the 
ſea, which as-they are either raiſed into 
mountaines or ſunk into vallyes by every 


guſt of winde : ſo is a Gawefters Eſtate, I 


and credit by every guſt of fortune. 

Again, a Gamieſter reſembles the waves 
of the ſea in another property,for natural- 
ly they are alwayes either ebbing or flow- 
ing, ſo is a Gameſters Eſtate and credit, 
though withrhis difference, rhat in the ſea 
atter acbb,cor.ſtantly follows a flood, but 
a Gameſtcrs Eſtate commonly cbs many 
times bcforc it flowes once. 

Again, no man will rake the word of a 
Ward or Ileot,though their Eftares be 
reſponfible , becauſe they are under their 
Guardians , thus fares it with Gameſters, 
who make ons wards — 
giving over the managing and diſpoſing 
of heir whole Bdates to this hn go# 
_ defſe guardian,who commonly deales as ill 
with them as any guardian the King or 
Law impoſeth. Thus have. I run over the 
ſecond generall and unavoydable loſſe ati- 
fig from Play which is of credit and 
principally hath relation to the ſecond 
partof man ; his perſon. 


/ 
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| the Preface. « 19 
| Yo paſſe then torhethird loſſeſpring” 
ing from Play , which is.of money , aft 
ptincipally reſpe&s a mans Efiate,choogh 
| kave before noted it, as only caſhall; 
yet lo great an ods there js that where one 
' man hath raiſed or augmented their eftares 
by Play , more then an hundred have ar- 
; | tcrly wined themſelves: I ſpeak here of 
. | Gent!cmen whoeither have preſent,orare 
| heires to future Eftatcs, not of thoſe 'pro- 
tefled cheaters who like robbers upon the 
\ || fpoiles ard ruine of the Commonwealth; 
| this ae ion of minerhough ir may ſeem 
ſtrange, yer is it confirmed by dayly ex- 
amples, and if rightly conſidered ftands 
pot without good reaſon. The firſt and 
chieteft rcaſon of which I ſhall have mote 
occafion rn ſpeak ot hereatter, is the want 
of Gods bleſſing upon money fo 11] gots 
tet, | 
2, ' Becauſe great ſfiore of money is 
28 2 ſure ro draw together all rhe birds of 
prey,ſo thar if a man of Eſtate be addiQ- 
ed tro'Play rhough he underfiand the ways 
thereof never ſo well, yet ſo many Stra- 
gems, plots and ir2ps 3 will be layed to 
inſnatc him ,tbar it is impoſſible to eſcape 
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_ Thirdly becauſe men that are either of 
god parts or Eſtates and have any nobler 
thing then Play to buſie their wits, or ſet 
their mindes op work, Play upon great 
diſadvantage with thoſe whoſe wits ſty- 
dies, and faculties, are onely bent that 
Way. 
Fourthly, Becanſe men of quality have 
alwayes ſome .reſpe& to their reputation, 
and having loſt any reaſonable ſum will. 
rather le it goe, then ſeck any irdireR 
meanes for the regaining ir,whereas needy 
Gameſters having little or no credit,upon 
lofſe, will not forbear any ſhift though 
never ſo baſe, or unworthy for the reco- 
very of their lofles, 
5. And laſtly winning commanly brings 
aman into a vein of great expence, and 
drawes together wany needy perſons to 
attend on him, for mon-y that comes lo 
lightly, goes as lightly; but upon lofle no 
body w1ll either help him or pity him, 
tor loſles that come by a mans own neg: 
 leQor tolly (as loſs by playdoth)are !cls 

compaſhonated,then thoſe that come by 
calualty 5 and here I cannot but relate 2 
Rory of mine obſervation,wbich I thirk 
wil not be 1mperrinent.1l was wont to ac - 
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The Preface. 19. 
company a Gent. to the houſe of a great 
Lady, where commonly meeting other 
company they tell to play,the Gentleman: 
upon winning was very free and open 
handed to the ſervants, ſo that if they 
{at up all night, not a ſervant would go to, 
bed , but when they broke up Play , the 
Butlers would be ready ro preſent him 
with wine or beere,the Pages and Lackies - 
one would hold up the banging, another 
bald open the door , another light him 
down the ſtaires , and be ready to do all 
offices expeRing their reward. 

But if the Gentleman were a looſer,and 
lizeto continue ſo, _ all ger them to 
bed, and he might ſiumble and break his 
neck down the fiaires, for any belp he 
ſhould have of them, not ove of them be- 
yt be ſeen, making good that of the 
| Nullus ad amiſſas ibit amicus opes, (0 
| that a mans winnings are as it were 1n jelt, 
but his lofles alwayes prove in carneſt. 

The. examples of families and Eſtates 
mined by Play fo far confirm this that ( I 
verily beleeve) that al! others of expence 
layed together bave not bin the overthrow 


of ſo many Routes as Play alone, I have 
" B 2, Gb- 
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20' The Preface, 
obſerved theſe five ordinary wayes of 

waſting mens Eſtates : drink , Women, 

Carleſnefle, great expence, Gaming, not 

mentioning thoſe Caſualries which are 

unavoidable and proceed not through a 
mans own negleR, as loſle by fire, loſſe 
by Sea , Law Suites, and the like , but 
to ſpeak of theſe five which proceed from 
2 mans own folly. 

Firſt, as for drink no great Eſtate was 
ever ſpent therein , without the concur- 
rence of ſome other vice, it being ra- 
ther prejudicia!l to the body then the 
Eſtare. - | 

For VVomen tis certain they have bren 
the ruine of many houſes, but ſeldom un- 
lefle'accOomprnied by other vanities, as 
brave apparrell, rich preſents, ſumptuous 
banquets, and rhe like, By carelcſneſle 
tis true many Eſttes are ſunk which com: 
monly happens by rhe - negle& or Gif- 
honeſty of fervants and Officers, but rhis 
COmes tat by little and little ; aud if itt 
uTe perceived, 1 eafily redrefſed. 

For great expence it 15 commonly the 
errour of youth, comming ſuddenly to 
great Eſtates ( as hungry ſtomackes com* 

ing 0 picnty of meat}to ſurfeit and over 
ſhout 
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thoot themſelves ere o_ are . aware, 
and though ſome Eſtates have fallenby. 
it, yet time and experience many times 
make up the breach. RY 2 
Laſt of all comes Play, which _ | 
layed in the ſcale, will outweigh al 
the reſt. All this above named are like 
conſumptions and lingering diſeaſes, 
that weaken and waſte a mans body by 
degrees, and if taken in ſeaſon may be 
prevented,but play like an Apoplexy,or 
Peſtilent infetion ſtrikes a man dead: -- 
2 a blow, and is not unfitly compared. 
to Gun-Powdar at one blaſt , blowing 
upwhole families and Eſtates : Other 
waycs of ſpending have ſome  corre- 
ſpondence with the wayes of getting, 
for as money comes in by little and 
little, ſo ir goes out and may be as 
long in ſpendiog,” as it was in getting, 
But by Play, the labours and fruits of 
many yeers, may in one night be diſ- 
ſolved and come to nothing; for play 
brings to a man,as Ariftorle ſaith, ſudden 
detru&1on , Laſtly as other wayes of - 
expence cannot without a kind of Hare 


mony and agreement amongſt them- 
.B 3 ſelves 


F * 
\ 


k 
\ 
k 


. 32 The Preface. 
ſelves ruine a man , this of Play, (be 
he otherwiſe never 10 remperate , never 
fo chaſte, ſo wiſe, fo rhrifty ) of it (elf 
is able irrecoverably to undoe him. 

Thus 1 have over the three moſt 
notorions and generall effeAs and con- 
 fequents of play, lofle of time,lofke of 
credit,lofle of money. 

There remaines ſome other incon- 
veniences , which come not under any 
of theſe three generall heads , yet are 
theynar ſo great and intrioſick, but that 
they fall under popular obſervation. 

The firſt of theſe, is the great difad+ 
vantage which ariſes from the very cnd 
of Play, | 

The end of Play is either to win or 
lofe, bur if there be more unhappi- 
neſſe in loſing then happineſſe in 
winning , this makes the diſadvan- 
rage : but thar it is fo is moſt appa- 
rent : conſider if a man have a com- 
perent. Eſtate wherewirh to live plenti- 
| fully and contentedly, ſuppoſe hee 

donbk this Eftare by Plzy,it adds but 
_ little, my | rather diminiſhes his 
former Eſtate; bur if He loſe halfe of 

, what 


c \ 


OY 


what he bad before, what dayly ocea- 
fons of diſcontent ariſe, when he ſees 
himſelf abridged of kis wonted plenty. 

But ro make this more 2pparent , by 
2h exatnple 3 fuppoſe 2 man have a 


1600.04. wherher it he make this one 


20 100000,1, is bis happinefle greater, 


all and ſhould make it nothing ? no 
 queſtionlefſe, nay the miſery is as much 
greater, . then the happinefle would be, 
as the 100800.l8. is greater , then the 
1000.1i, tor happineſſe and miſery be. 
ing only comparative, all men that 
have more , nay many men rhat have 
not ſo much, may be more happy then 


therefore is the miſery greater then the 


ſomthing and nothing; x 
portion is neerer between ax 000./1, 322 


pentiy,then between a 


any &nothiogs. 
therefore ro be brought from a fi a 
| B 4 Hom 
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bappinefſe. This rulc helds good alſo 
in Philoſopby: For it is a maxime that, 
there is a neerer proportion between, 
ſomething and prox between. 

that the pro-. 


then his _ would be, if he loſt. 


be,but tho man can be more miſerable,. 


aw. 
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from a ſmall one to a very great one is 
good, then is the diſadvantage,in the ye. 
ry end of Play, more then 190. to one, 
' Secondly , Another inconvenience 
is, that the continuall uſe of Play, 
robs a man of all putty, charity , and 
 natnrall affeRion , being hardened by 
. dayly ſecing one another undone, and 
ruined, as fouldiers being continually 
; FE to blood, grow thereby merci- 


No man comes amiſſe to a Gamſter, 
whether, Brotber, kinſman, oy friend, 
of whom be may make any adyantage, 
being ſo remote from all pity , that 
| when they ſce ane falling , they will 

rather precipitate, and throw him 


liead-long, then offer to help, or hold 


him up. 

Thirdly, Another inconvenience, is 
that he that wins is bound to giye the 
lofer leave to ſpeak ; to endure many 
bold and intemperate ARions, to 

with many. indiſcreet words, 

and uncivill behaviour ; which he is 
tyed to ſuffer,only as a Winner, not as 
a.manof honopr,who in things of _ 
Yor, | ener 


"A - 
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ther nature would reſent the leaſt 
wrong that is done to him , beſides 
many ſuſpitions ard traducements of 
his Play bc it never fo fair. | 

Fourthly , Another inconveruence 
is, that when a wan hath loſt be is 1i- 
able to be inſulted over, laugbed arzand 
[corned by them who have won, 
which is worſe to be endured, then the 
lofle of the money it (elfe , verifying 
that of the Poet, Nil habet infeltx paw- 
pertas durinis in ſe quam quod ridiculos 
hemines facit, | | 
And with this will I cloſe the firſt 
part of my diſcourſe, wherein | have 
ovely ſpoken of Gaming as it trenches 
upon morality, and civility z Now 
will I ſpeak in aword, how haipouſly it 
is offenſive to God. 

The profcfſion of Gaming is little 
Jefſe then profeſſed Arheiſme, for it is 
not onely a* manifeft difiruft, but an 
open contempt of Gods threats, his 
promiſes, and his providences : If 
God ſpeak nothing vainely, then much 
leſſe faifly ,, and if all his promiſes are 
yea and Arxen, is it not a ſtrange pre- 

| ſumption 


” 
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ſumption to flight and deſpiſe them , 
hath not God pronounced that poods 
ill getren ſhall got proſper ? yet the 
Gamefter laughes in Gods face, and 
fayes ſecretly to himfelfe , I will try 
whether they will proſper or not, ſy 
God what he will: bath not God pro- 
nounced a woe to them who eat,drink, 
flcep and riſe up to play? yet is this the 
whole life of a Gameſter ? hath he not 
promiſed to all that relie upon him, 
chat they ſhall want nothing that is 
good ? yet the Cameſter makes fleſh 

is 21m, and relies upon his own Art 
and Fortune , neither imploring the 
Divine bleſſing,nor acknowledging 2ny 
thing they obtain from thence, but 
that cornes to paſſe with them , which 
the Prophet ſpeaketh ; Lerantur exub- 
tant, immolant plagis ſuis, & ſacrificant 
ret; ſus, Certainly there is no one 
vice that ſo deſperately affronts God 
1" the breach of almoſt all his Com- 
mandements. As for the firſt and ſe 
cond, Is not'God pulled out of his 
Throne, 2nd the Idot of fortune del- 
fied, and (et up int his ſtead > 


', 
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Bur for rhe third, oh how is that 
moſt /precious name rent, and torn in 
cuties , blaſphemies, execratiovs, yea 
&ven tO petjury it ſelfe ? for the fourth, 
[ never knew any Garweſter a Sabbata» 
tian; and — publike Authority 
forbids the publike exerciſe of Gam- 
ing, yet is ir as frequently uſed in 
privare on that day as any other ; for. 
thefifth, 1 know none that haveany ci- 
ther Religious or honeſt Parents , bur 
they diſſo#ade and command thern from 
Play ; then conſequently ir is a diſo- 
bedience to them : for the ſixch, It is of- 
ten the occaſion of mentall murther, 
yea ſon.etimes of auall, and once 
(that I remember) of ſelfe murther. 

To paſſero the eighth , Gaming is a 
tind of profeſſed rheft 21d little differ- 
ing from that onthe high way z onely 
one is by force,the other by fr:ud. 

But for the renth, it is ſo dircaly re- 
Pugnant tothat, that the moſt inno- 
cent play can ſcarce avoide the breach 
of it, for though a man play with his 
Childe or ſervant to whom he mult re - . 


ſtore more then he wins, yet is there a 
ſtrange 


C& 
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range inſtin& of coveting and defire 
of winning. 

Thus have I bricfly ſhewed how play 
doth cither directly or indirc@ly op- 
poſe eight of Gods ten Commande 
ments : and if any other fin can be pro- 
duced of ſo great a latitude to the me 
Ling up whereof there is ſuch a con- 
fluence and concurrence of fo many 
other ſins, I will be willing hereafter 


to think play no fin : Iwill onely here 


add a quzre or two and ſoconclude. 

Firſt, Why ſhould play be more 
uſed in the night ticae then in the day, 
c:»hfidering the night is a time of reli 
both to the body and minde. 

Play certainly is a work of dark- 
neſle, and herein Gameſters are like 
beaſts of prey , which reft all day and 
goe abroad in the evening ; as the 
pſalmift ſaith. 

Thou madeſt darkneſle, that it might 
be night, wherein all the beaſts of che 
forreſt doe move. The Lyons roaring 
after their prey &c : the ſun ariſcth 
and they get them away together , and 
liy them down in their dens. py” 

all 
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Man goeth forth to his work and his 
[bour untill rhe evening. wewks 
Thus fares it with Gameſters who 
turn day into night,and night into day: 
inverting the courſe of nature : herein 
rather imitating Lyons and beafts of 
the forreſt then men who follow their 
honeſt labours. Egepits 
My ſecond quzre is , why inthis as 
in moſt other dangers one man ſhould 
not beware by anothers example, nay 
not by their own , the fiſh will ſcarce 
come twice to the hooke, nor the bird 
to the net 3 having once eſcaped: 
But men having been often taken in 
this ſnare have nor the wit of fiſhes, 
or birds to avoid it: certainly this 1s 
a great maſicr piece of the Devil, firſt 
to worke upon the weakneſſc of mens 
inclinations, being of themſelves roo 
prone toevil, having thus far prevailed 
towin a wan to play, be then muffers 
up all his Arts and Tentitiors fearing 
to loſe ſo faſt an hold, and ſo great an 
advantage, as when he bath made one a 
Gameſter, | 
So that a man having entered _ 
this 


30 The Preface, | 
this courſe cannot without Divine af. 
fiſtance retire; the way being like (if | 
not the ſame way } that leades to hell, 
as Virgil well deſcribes it. 

Facilis deſcenſus Avyerni, 

Sed revocare gradus, ſuperaſque evident 
ad auras. 

Hic laboy hoe opus eff, 

Thus have | performed this ſhor 
exerciſe of my pen, having onely de- 
ciphered this inchanting Czrce , but in 
a ſmall table, and Cons: leaving 
it to ſome more. curious hand, to draw 
her in a larger proportion, and in more 
lively colours, that ſo being the more 
diſcovered , ſhe may be the more ab- | 
hborred. 3, 
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